
Native American Research Project 

Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about the various tribes who lived in the Americas before 

the arrival European explorers. As part of our studies, you will be researching one tribe, becoming an 

expert on their way of life. You will learn about the tribe’s clothing, housing, crafts, geographic 

location, and much more. All your research will be presented on a trifold. An example is included for 

you. 

Date Due: Monday, November 14, 2016 

Materials Needed: Poster board, pictures, materials needed to make 3D diorama 

Directions: (See back for checkpoint due dates) 

 Research for information on your tribe. 

 

 Use the handouts to write down/type  your information 

Checkpoint due dates: 

 Each item not finished/turned in on time will be reflected on the grade for the final project. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10/17 
 
 
Decision Form Due 
 
 

10/18 10/19 
 
2 Questions 
answered  

10/20 10/21 
 
4 Questions total 
answered 

10/24 
 
7 Questions total 
answered 

10/25 10/26 
 
Pictures for each 
question 
drawn/printed and 
glued to handout 

10/27 10/28 
 
Pictures of man and 
woman in 
traditional clothing 
drawn/printed and 
glued to handout 

10/31 
 
Pictures of 2 crafts 
drawn/printed  
 
Paragraphs written 
to go with each 
craft picture 

11/1 
 
 

11/2 
 
Accurate map of 
tribal area with 
paragraph 

11/3 
 
 

11/4 
 
At least 3 
interesting facts 
filled out on 
handout 

11/7 
 
 

11/8 11/9 11/10 11/11 

11/14 
 
Trifold and 3D 
diorama Due 

11/15 11/16 11/17 11/18 

 

  

Work on making 3D diorama and neatly gluing all information onto trifold. 



 

Examples: 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: 

Native American Project Decision Form 
My three tribes are: (see list below) 

1.________________________ 2 ._________________________ 3.__________________________ 

Please initial each sentence below so that I know you are aware of this project. 

_____ I have spoken to my parents about the project 

_____ I will have my parents/guardian help me find information on the internet/books. 

_____ I will do all other work for the project on my own. 

_____ I have started thinking about the materials I need for my project. 

_____ I am going to speak to my teacher if I have any questions. 

_____ I understand what to do for my project. 

_____I will turn my project in ON _____________________ 

Student Signature:___________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________________ 

Please choose three of the tribes below that you wish to research. 

The final decision will be made in class. 

 

Pacific Northwest Tribes  Intermountain 
Inuit   Nez Perce  
  Shoshone  
   
Eastern Northwest Tribes Great Plain Tribes Desert Southwest Tribes 
Cherokee Comanche  Zuni  
Seminole  Cheyenne  Hopi  
Creek  Arapaho  Navajo  
Seneca  Dakota Sioux  Apache  
Wampanoag  Lakota Sioux  Anasazi  
Iroquois  Blackfoot   
Mohawk Crow   
 Ottawa   
 Mandan   
 Cree  
 

 

 Helpful Websites: 



Pacific Northwest Tribes  Intermountain 

Inuit 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php  

 Nez Perce 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

  Shoshone 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Eastern Northwest Tribes Great Plain Tribes Desert Southwest Tribes 

Cherokee 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/  
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Comanche 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Zuni 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 

Seminole 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Cheyenne 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Hopi 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Creek 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Arapaho 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 

Navajo 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Seneca 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Dakota Sioux 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Apache 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Wampanoag 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Lakota Sioux 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Anasazi 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Iroquois 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

Blackfoot 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 

 

Mohawk 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

Crow 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html 
- www.indians.org/articles/ 

 

 Ottawa 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  

 

 Mandan 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  

 

 Cree 
- www.legendsofamerica.com/n

a-tribelist.html  
- www.indians.org/articles/ 
- www.ducksters.com/history/n

ative_americans.php 
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Native American Research Project Checklist 

As you are completing your project, check off each item below so that you are sure you have all the required 

elements. 

Research Question: 

 7 research questions answered  

 Written paragraph for each question  

 Picture for each question included  

 Extra credit: more than 7 research questions  

Clothing: 

 Picture of a man in traditional clothing 

 Picture of a woman in traditional clothing 

 Extra credit: Create a doll in traditional clothing 

Crafts: 

 2 crafts drawn/pictures  

 Paragraph for each craft 

 Extra credit: create a replica of a craft 

Housing: 

 Accurate 3-D Model of house built 

 Elements of natural area included 

Geography: 

 Accurate map of the tribal area/region 

 Paragraph explaining the region 

Interesting Facts: 

 At least 3 different facts about the tribe are listed 
 

Presentation: 

 All required elements are included 

 Display is neatly put together 

 Extra credit: dress up in traditional clothing on project due date day 

Sources: 

 A list of sources is included 

 2 or 3 different sources listed 



Research Questions 

You must choose 7 of the questions below to answer about your tribe. Using the paper provided, answer 

each question as completely as possible. Include all possible information.  

Write 1 paragraph (4-5 sentences) for each answer. 

1. Where did this tribe live? 

2. What type of clothing did the tribe member where? Describe it. 

3. What work did the men do? The women do? The children do? 

4. What materials from their environment did they use to make what they needed? 

5. What are some of the things they made? 

6. What kind of food did they eat? 

7. What kind of house did they live in? How did they build them? 

8. What was their music like? 

9. What religion did this tribe follow and how is different from what the Bible says? 

10. What kind of games did they play? 

11. Did they use any form of money? What kind? 

12. Were there any special ceremonies this tribe conducted? Describe them. 

13. What were there houses like? Describe what they looked like and what materials were 

used to build them. 

You can also make up your own questions and answer them. This is your project, so be creative!  

Example: 

 

  

Picture 



  

Question: 

Question: 



  

Question: 

Question: 



  

Question: 

Question: 



Question: 

Question: 



Clothing 

In the box below, create a drawing or glue a picture of a man and a woman dressed in the traditional 

clothing of your tribe. Your people should take up most of the boxes. 

Typical Male Typical Female 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Extra credit!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

If you would like to take this project one step farther, you may actually create “dolls” instead of a 

drawing or picture. 



Crafts #1 

Each tribe had its own unique arts and crafts that it would make as part of its culture. 

Choose 2 of them and: 

  Create a drawing or glue a picture.  

 Describe WHY they made that craft and WHAT IT WAS USED FOR. 

  



Crafts #2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA CREDIT! 

If you would like to take this project one step farther, you may actually create one of the crafts that you 

wrote about above.  



 

Geography 

On a map of the United States, you must indicate where the tribe generally lived. Write 1 paragraph (4-5 

sentences) explaining the living area. Include information like weather conditions, geographical features, 

and other environmental factors that may have affected the tribe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing 

Each tribal group lived in a home that suited their own needs, depending upon the geography of the land 

and the tribe’s basic need. Your job is to create a  

Geography 

Interesting Facts 

  



Interesting Facts: 

Write at least 3 different facts that you found interesting about your tribe (e.g., famous tribe members, 

places named after your tribe, language spoken, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document at least 2 Sources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Interesting Facts: 

               Sources: 



Housing 

Each tribal group lived in a home that suited their own needs, depending 

upon the geography of the land and the tribe’s basic needs. Your job is to create a 

3-D model of the specific type of dwelling your tribe actually lived in. This house 

should have details (decorations, tribal markings, figurines of animals and 

people—drawn ones are fine—grasses or other natural objects) that would make 

it clear where the tribe was geographically located and why they would have 

chosen that type of housing unit. 

 For example, the Haiada houses were rectangular long houses made out of 

wood planks. They had pitched roof because they lived in the forest where it 

rained a lot. They had a totem pole in front of their house. All of these details, 

including trees around it to show the forest, would be appropriate to have when 

building my 3-D model home. 

  



Presentation 

Your projects will be presented to the class in a “Native American Museum.” The work you do will 

become an “exhibit” in our museum.  

Follow the format below to know how to organize your trifold.  

 

  

Name of Tribe 
By:   Name 

Research about the 

Tribe 

Geography Clothing 

Crafts 

Sources 

Interesting Facts 



Native American Research Project Rubric        Name:_______________________ 

Category Points 
Earned 

Extra Credit 
 

Research Questions   

Wrote a paragraph for 7 Questions 3    2    1    0 
Answered 

more than 7 
questions 

Included a picture with each 
paragraph 
 

3    2    1    0 

Clothing   

Picture of a man in traditional 
clothing 
 

3    2    1    0 
Created a 

doll in 
traditional 

clothing 
Picture of a woman in traditional 
clothing 

3    2    1    0 

Crafts   

Glued pictures of 2 different 
arts/crafts 

3    2    1    0 
Created a 

replica of a 
craft Wrote a paragraph for each craft. 3    2    1    0 

Geography   

Included an accurate map of the 
tribal area/region 

3    2    1    0  

Wrote a paragraph explaining the 
region 

3    2    1    0  

Interesting Facts   

Wrote at least 2 different 
interesting facts about the tribe 

3    2    1    0  

Sources   

Included at least 2 different 
sources used for the project 

3    2    1    0  

Housing   

Accurate 3-D model of house built 3    2    1    0  

Elements of natural area included 3    2    1    0  

Included decorations, people, and 
animals 

3    2    1    0  

Grammar and Spelling   

Project reflected proper use of 
grammar and spelling 

3    2    1    0  

Project Design   

Student presented the material 
logically and in a neat and visually 
appealing manner 

3    2    1    0 Dressed up in 
traditional 

clothing 

Scoring Key 

3 Points complete and correct 
 
2 Points complete and 
partially correct 
 
1 Point partially complete and 
partially correct 
 
0 points not attempted or 
unacceptable 

Information was written/typed 
neatly. 

3    2    1    0 

Total: /48 /9 

Grade: 
 

 
/48 

 


